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301 April 1, 1898 

suspect camp the physicians in charge remain in each, respectively, 
and the physician of the smallpox hospital is quarantined and not 
allowed to leave the place. Both the camp and hospital are supplied 
with tents furnished by the State board of health, and are used as 
bathing and disinfecting tents. Patients discharged from the hospital 
are given a bath, followed by a bichloride of mercury bath (1-2000) 
and then a bath in fresh water. The clothes are washed in a solution 
of bichloride of mercury (1-800) and dried. The same precautions are 
taken with suspects admitted and discharged from the suspect camp. 
All suspects are vaccinated on admission. Suspects are detained 
sixteen days. 

Inspector's division. 

Under the direction of Chief Inspector Dr. Samuel Blair, the city 
has been divided into 5 districts, and an inspector assigned to each. 
They report at headquarters at 9 a. m. and between 5 and 6 p. m. 
They make a house-to-house inspection, examining all persons, vacci- 
nating all who have not been protected, and in the event of the refusal 
of anyone to be vaccinated, the name of each person so refusing is sent 
in to headquarters, where they are turned over to the city authorities 
where the option is given them of being vaccinated or being sent to 
jail, and in the latter event they are vaccinated as soon as they enter, 
under a law requiring all inmates of jails to be vaccinated. Any case 
of smallpox, or suspicious case of disease, is at once reported by tele- 
phone to headquarters, and the chief inspector is directed to visit 
and report on the case. Should the case prove to be smallpox, the 
ambulance is sent at once to remove it to the hospital. Another ambu- 
lance, connected with the suspect camp, is kept to bring suspects and 
their bedclothing to the camp, this clothing being disinfected before 
being used. 

Guards. 

The guard consists of a chief and assistant chief and 25 privates, 
guarding the smallpox hospital, the suspect camp, the depot, and the 
four principal roads leading into the city, for at the present time the 
city is in quarantine, and no one is allowed to go in or out except upon 
a permit signed by myself and Dr. Eobertson. The chiefs of guard are 
on duty for twelve hours each daily ; the guards at the camp and hos- 
pital are relieved every eight hours, while those at the depot have a 
twelve-hour tour of duty. Those guarding the roads are on from 6 a. m. 
to 10 p. m. The chiefs are required to accompany each relief and put 
the men on duty, and also to inspect the post of each guard at least 
once during his tour of duty. As the guards are much scattered, the 
chief is furnished a horse. The guards are armed with Springfield 
rifles borrowed from the local military company, and the presence of a 
guard with a rifle on his shoulder is very effective in keeping order. 

Disinfecting division. 

This division is under the charge of Acting Assistant Surgeon Porter. 
Two autoclaves, with carboy of formalin, have been received from New 
Orleans for use in this division. Sulphur disinfecting outfit, consisting 
of pots, tubs, etc., have been purchased. Bichloride solution in barrels, 
with force pump and hose, has also been secured, and this division is 



